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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled No Other Way is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

No Other Way is a 108 page children's novel by Australian author Michael Dugan, 
published in 1999 by Hyland House of Melbourne. The book deals with sexual 
matters, particularly adult sexual abuse of children and paedophilia, crime and 
violence. The story is about a sexual assault on and attempted murder of 12 year old 
Ben by his adult neighbour Vince. The boy survives by his wits for several days until 
he is reunited with his family, the incident is disclosed to his parents and his assailant 
is arrested. The story is an adventure-mystery using a parallel narrative technique, in 
which events are related from the perspectives of heroic Ben and fearful Vince. The 
book is mainly likely to appeal to boys between the ages of 10 and 13. 

The book is classified unrestricted. It is considered to have considerable merit and 
value in relation to social and educational matters. The book is representative of the 
children's or young adult "issues" genre, in which readers are introduced to difficult 
issues or life events. The aim of such writing is to inform and challenge young readers 
about realistic life situations in the relative safety of a fictional experience. 
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The story is a carefully crafted though realistic cautionary tale intended for older 
children, about personal safety and dealing with sexual assault. Although the story 
discusses child sexual abuse and paedophilia, its tone unambiguously condemns adult 
perpetrators. The story sends clear messages to readers that children are not 
responsible for adults' behaviour and that assailants are liable for enormous 
punishments. These sexual matters are introduced gradually to establish context, and 
give enough detail to realistically frame the lower limits of unacceptable adult conduct. 
The feelings commonly experienced after an assault are recognised, as is the 
disclosure dilemma. The boy effectively models healthy resolution of these issues. 

The story also sets strong moral tones against other criminal behaviour and violence. 

The right to freedom of expression affirmed in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
is not limited in any way by these matters and the resultant classification, therefore that 
Act requires no further consideration. 
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